Master of the Ordnance to send down an engineer to take a platform or model of the fortification. But. whilst thin was in hand the Duke refused to take the oaths which were tendered to him as admiral of England, and thereby declared himself a Roman. Catholic, laying down all his employments; so that nothing more waa done in my affair for that lime.
The King having borrowed the greatest purl, of tin-ready coin of the nation of the goldsmiths (at that time called bankers) shut up the exchequer, winch eauaed the most considerable of them to break, and an infinite number of people, whose money those bunkers had borrowed .at interest, to be undone.
1673.
I continued this year to build the park wall as I en larged it; and, living the most part at Thrybergh, applied myself to the study and- exercise of thu office of justice of the peace, arid had so much business that my clerk confessed that he made above forty pounds that year of his place. My neighbour, Sir Thomas Osborne, rone thin year to the great office of Lord High Treasurer of England, my Lord Clifford laying down his staff awl con fessing himself a Papist. The Duke of Buckingham WHH the main instrument to effect this for Sir ThomuM, by making a bargain between my Lord Clifford and him, which was that Sir Thomas should officiate the places and give Clifford half the salary, and then prevailed with the King to give the staff to Sir Thomas, then created Viscount, Dumblane, though afterwards he waa made Earl of I hmbv,